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Curriculum Procedure 

 
Kingsmere School aims to deliver a comprehensive education 
tailored to individual needs in a safe, positive and structured 
environment; where every student is encouraged to achieve 
the best possible academic, social and vocational outcomes. 
Our goal is to ensure students have the tools to re-enter 
mainstream education at an appropriate time and level, making 
the transition a success. 
 No student has left Kingsmere School without going on to 
either a mainstream school or to study at a college of further 

education 
 
 

Guiding Principles 
 
All staff working at Kingsmere are conscious of the complex and 

challenging nature of the students they are working with, however, this 
does not define the students. 

Indeed students are treated as any student would be expected to be 
treated in a mainstream school. Respect is the core value of the school 

and it is something that not only staff instil but students do too. Students 
are trusted and given the opportunity to behave in a responsible way. 

This is within the limitations of the need for the students to be constantly 
monitored. 

The curriculum should reinforce and help in the development of the 
student. To do this we recognise at Kingsmere it is important 

 

 To respect, value and understand the individual needs of pupils 

 To strive to ensure equality of opportunity for all our pupils within 

the frameworks required by regulation taking account of the 

National Curriculum as appropriate. 

 To ensure it does not undermine the fundamental British values of 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

 To prioritize the development of personal, learning and thinking 

skills and emotional literacy 

 To hold high expectations of pupils within realistic challenges for 

academic achievement 



3 

 

Kingsmere School Curriculum Policy September 2019 

 To foster a secure, safe and stimulating educational environment 

 To co-operate and communicate effectively with other involved 

agencies 

 To foster strong working relationships with pupils, parents, care 

workers, and significant others. 

 To take account of the learning difficulties and disabilities, and other 

barriers to learning of all young people when implementing the 

curriculum. 

 

Students 
 
Our students are boys aged 11 – 16, who come from a variety 
of backgrounds from living at home or in foster care to having 
been placed in Childcare Residential Care Home.  
Generally they will have experienced interruptions in their 
educational history or will have rejected the concept of 'school' 
in some cases violently - assaulting other peers and adults or 
damaging property. Some of them will therefore be operating 
at a level below or well below their peers of comparable age in 
mainstream settings and some will have Education Health and 
Care Plans.  Some may have autistic spectrum disorders 
including Asperger's Syndrome or other specific learning 
difficulties. 
 
Some students without statements present similar problems 
but for a variety of reasons have not been through the required 
process. Common reasons for these pupils 'slipping the net' are 
repeated family moves, a succession of permanent exclusions, 
long periods of absence, time spent in custody and lack of 

educational knowledge on the part of carers and organisations. 
 

All of the students at Kingsmere will have achieved Entry level 
to Functional Skills in English and Mathematics before they 
leave the school. Some will achieve the National expectation of 
5GCSEs at 4/5 or above or/as well as NCFE certificates in a 
range of vocational skills. 
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The Curriculum 
 
All pupils, regardless of age, ability or disability, will have 
access to an education which is, within the following areas of 
learning: linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, 
human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative.  
 
The curriculum offers a range of opportunities for teaching and 
learning within the school, community which helps the school 
meet the needs of all its learners. This is achieved through: 

 

 A core curriculum offered to all pupils at the relevant 

level; with particular regard being paid to interventions 

that will enable students to progress and complete areas 

of studies not understood or missed.  

 An appropriate level of differentiation 

 A choice of vocational experiences in Key Stage 4 as 

appropriate to the needs and preferences of the pupils. 

 A commitment to early entry (i.e. in years 8, 9 and 10) 

into external examinations and thus gaining qualifications 

including Entry Level courses.   

 A flexible approach to the timetable in line with the 

individual needs of the pupils, while continuing to meet 

regulatory requirements for curriculum coverage and 

where appropriate National Curriculum subject 

programmes 

 A particular focus on personal development, to enable 

students to build resilience and independence while being 

sensitive to the traumas that young people may have 

faced. 
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 A student becoming secure in the use of the core skills of 

literacy and numeracy, is key to their overall success and 

progress. 

 

 

 
The Core Curriculum 
 
All pupils will have access to the following subject areas taught: 

English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Computer Coding, 
IT [ECDL] Graphic Design, Photography, P.E., Food and 
Nutrition, Music 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupil is 
addressed through all subjects and through a strong 
contribution from PSHE, Citizenship and Religious 
Education/Belief & Faith.     
 
 

Personal and Social Development 
 
While it is necessary to have a coherent programme in 
operation within the taught curriculum throughout KS3 & KS4 
to address personal and social development, we recognise that 
the success of this depends on a number of factors. Not only 
upon a planned series of lessons, but also a wider curriculum 

which includes the following:  

 Constructive relationships with education and support staff 

 Appropriate daily routines within the school  

 Thought for the day 

 Pupil Voice 

 Weekly Reviews 

 Visitors to the school and educational visits 
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 External targeted Workshops. 

 Cross-curricular learning in other subjects of the curriculum  

 PSHE, Citizenship, RE/Belief & Faith and Careers Education  

 

 Constructive approaches to behaviour management which 

enable the learner to interact constructively with peers and 

staff. 

Careers 
 
All pupils receive Careers Education and Information Guidance 
from external advisors. Students are taken to regional Careers 
Fairs as well as The World Skills Event in the NEC. In addition 
courses taken by both KS3 and 4 will lead to Level1 and 2 
qualifications in this area.  
Additional Careers Education is provided by aspects of the 
Citizenship and PSHE courses as well as specific topic work. 
Students will access Work Related Learning / World of Work 
wherever possible. 

 
 
Preparation for end of Key Stage Assessments and public 
examinations will be available as appropriate to the needs of 
individual students. 
 

 

Literacy 

For many of the students this aspect of learning represents a 

serious barrier to their ability to learn and progress.  Some 

students have learning difficulties, some students have lost 

ground through having missed education, many students react 

negatively to lessons in which reading and writing plays a part. 
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For all of these students, progress in literacy is essential, as it 

plays a part in all aspects of the curriculum, and is closely 

allied to thinking and learning skills.   

Due to the importance of making progress in this area as well 

as to encourage reading for its own sake and the pleasure it 

can bring, the school stocks a wide variety of fiction and non- 

fiction books to encourage students to read. These books can 

be found in a dedicated Reading Corner. 

In addition there is a general reading scheme based on 

Headwork Readers and worksheets; to help build reluctant 

readers confidence and help with comprehension. 

For those who have difficulty with spelling ‘Toe By Toe’ and 

‘Stareway to Spelling’ by Keda and Kelsey Cowley. A phonic 

reading scheme; ‘Oxford Reading Tree Floppy’s Phonics Sounds 

and Letters’ by Roderick Hunt and Alex Brychta can be used 

with students who are still unable to read in year 7. For KS4  

and older KS3 students who are unable to read or have 

difficulty there is Ransom ‘Synthetic Phonic Reading Scheme 

13years to Adult’ 

Rationale 

 
If our students are to make a successful transition into 
mainstream education they need to be given not only the 
knowledge to do this but also confidence in themselves to 
achieve this goal.  
We aim to provide a stimulating, secure and supportive 
environment where children and young people are encouraged 

to express themselves and where their contributions are 
valued.  They are encouraged to develop their ability to use 
language to think, to explore and to recognise and 
communicate their ideas.   
We will at the same time take into account how we support 
literacy difficulties when planning, so that we can provide 
access to learning experiences across the curriculum that are 



8 

 

Kingsmere School Curriculum Policy September 2019 

matched to ability and interest, whatever the language level of 

the student so that they can make the progress they deserve. 
Students at each key stage are encourage to take external 
exams in English and Mathematics in order for them to feel a 
sense of achievement and to reinforce their ability to do well. 
 
 

Principles 
 
1. Literacy is a right for all pupils and a central part of 

preparation for adult life. 

2. There is a responsibility upon all teachers and support staff 

to develop literacy, and to approach its development 

consistently. 

3. We will prioritize the development of literacy across all areas 

of the curriculum 

4. We will consider the literacy demands of all lessons, tasks, 

and resources; ensure that they are matched to students’ 

attainment. 

5. We will make literacy support a key feature of differentiation 

in all subjects. 

6. We will carry out baseline testing on entry to the school and 

subsequently to ensure accurate assessment of need. 

7. We will ensure that all staff have accurate information about 

the literacy levels of pupils they teach, about how best to 

support them, and about their targets for development. 

8. We recognise that language is central to students’ sense of 

identity, belonging and growth; and in turn to raising 

students’ own expectations of achievement, improving 

students’ confidence and self-expression; 
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Numeracy  

 
As with literacy this is another area where poor or lack of 
attendance at school combined with a variety of SEN factors, 
has meant that some students are not functioning at an age 
appropriate level. 
 
It is therefore important to develop an ability to use and apply 
Numeracy across other curriculum areas as well as in real life 
situations. When students use Numeracy in all other areas of 
the curriculum we need to make it explicit to students and tell 
them what element(s) of Numeracy they are using. As a 
school, we aim to employ a continuity of approach, and staff 
training days will ensure that this is achieved. 
 

Rationale 

  

As Numeracy is a tool for everyday life. It is important that 
students are able to grasp the basic concepts involved. Not 
only does it help us view and make sense of the world. It also 
helps to analyse and communicate information and ideas and 
to tackle a range of practical tasks and real life problems.  

 
 

Principles 
 
1. As with Literacy, Numeracy is a right for all pupils and a 

central part of preparation for adult life. 

2. There is a responsibility upon all teachers and support staff 

to help to develop an awareness of the impact of Numeracy 

on everyday life, and to approach its development 

consistently. 

3. We will consider the Numeracy demands of all lessons, 

tasks, and resources; ensure that they are matched to 

students’ attainment. 
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4. We will carry out baseline testing on entry to the school and 

subsequently to ensure accurate assessment of need. 

5. We will ensure that all staff have accurate information about 

the Numeracy levels of students they teach, about how best 

to support them, and about their targets for development. 

6. We recognise that as well as language being central to 

students’ sense of identity, belonging and growth; being 

numerate has and equally important role to play in their 

development. In addition to raising students’ own 

expectations of achievement, improving students’ confidence 

and self-expression; 

 

Key stage 3 curriculum structure 
 
As well as the core subjects, English Mathematics and the three 
Sciences the KS3 curriculum includes; Humanities, IT and 
Coding, Food and Nutrition, Photography, Graphic Design, Art, 
Citizenship, PSHE, and PE. 
 

Students’ progress is tracked through their Key Performance 
Indicators on a weekly basis, as well as their Attitude to 
Learning and their Behaviour Targets. These targets area are 
Emerging, Developing, Secure and Mastered. If a student is not 
making progress then an action plan is made to outline the 
type of intervention needed and which resources will be used.  
 
There are assessments at the end of each subject topic. 
Students have Individual Education Plans with 5 targets 3 
academic 2 social /emotional, which are reviewed bi-termly, if 
targets are not met then an intervention package may be 

necessary.  
 
Students at all levels are entered for external 
examinations/qualifications. The examination boards being 
used are Edexcel, AQA, OCR and NCFE for more vocational 
qualifications. As we feel this boosts self-esteem and enables 
students to become more receptive to engaging with a GCSE 
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course in KS4 with the aim of going on to a College of Further 

Education. 
 
 

Key stage 4 curriculum structure 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum offers the students the opportunity 
to follow either a GCSE course in all subjects or to have a 
mixture of GCSE and other qualifications such as ASDAN and 
NCFE. Students can take NCFE courses at Level 1 or 2 and 
some subjects such as History and Geography at Entry Level. 

All KS4 courses are based on the specifications of the boards 
delivering externally accredited examinations.  This may 
include: NCFE qualifications Edexcel Functional Skills 
qualifications, the AQA Entry Level Triple Science award, Entry 
Level Certificates in Mathematics and English and GCSEs, OCR 

Entry level & GCSE History.   

Key stage 4 students are encouraged to participate in courses 
which will deliver an external qualification be it GCSE or a 
Level1/2 or Entry Level Certificate in a subject. Specific choices 
will be dependent on the needs and interests of students.  
 

Besides focusing on achieving success in external exams 
students are encouraged to develop and improve inter personal 
skills, sense of responsibility within a community and 
understanding of what it means to be British in all its diversity. 
To support this journey students take ASDAN shot courses in 
PSHE, Citizenship as well as in Faith and Beliefs. 
 
 
 
Lynne Keating                                                                                                            

Head of Kingsmere School                                                                                     

September 2019                                                                                                                      

To be reviewed September 2020 

 


